
SAINT MARTIN OF TOURS PARISH December 19, 2021 
MAPLE HEIGHTS, OHIO 

Today’s Scripture: Rejoice in the Lord always! Great in 
our midst is the Holy One of Israel, a mighty savior. It is he 
whom John foretold; it is he who will baptize in the Holy 
Spirit 

SATURDAY: DECEMBER 18 LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am  Paul Drodouski (Jeff & Isabel Pohto) 
 4:30 pm Quinn Alonzo (Family) 
SUNDAY: DECEMBER 19 FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 
 9:00 am   Jean Lemon (Family)  
 11:00 am  For The People    
MONDAY: DECEMBER 20 LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am  Giuseppe & Angela Siracusa (Family) 
 6:30 pm Paul Palumbo (Palumbo Family) 
TUESDAY: DECEMBER 21 LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY  

7:30 am  Edward & Elizabeth Baroni   
 (Marianne Baroni) 
6:30 pm  Gene Stefanski (Stefanski Family)  

WEDNESDAY: DECEMBER 22 LATE ADVENT 
WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am Frank Teplik (Theresa Teplik) 

6:30 pm  Petar Kovacic (Wife & Family)                                                        
THURSDAY: DECEMBER 23 LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 

7:30 am James Baroni and Anthony & Josephine 
Russo (Marianne Baroni) 

FRIDAY: DECEMBER 24 LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
 7:30 am  Katherine Chehula        
 4:30pm Poor Souls in Purgatory & Schiavoni Family 
(Mary Anne Schiavoni)            
SATURDAY: DECEMBER 25 THE NATIVITY OF THE 
LORD (CHRISTMAS) 

12:00 am John & Stella Hnanicek (Brenda Furiga)
 9:00 am Dan Malloy        
 11:00 am  John & Dolores Machen (Bob & Denise) 
SUNDAY: DECEMBER 26 THE HOLY FAMILY OF 
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH        
 9:00 am Mitchell Darmon (Cynthia Goldman)   
 11:00 am Antonia Petitti (Domenico Petitti)     

 

Anointing of the Sick & Healing Prayer 
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated on 
Sunday January 9, 2022 at the 11am Mass. Following mass 
members of the healing prayer team will be available to pray with 
you for your intentions.  Also, prayer shawls will be available for 
you to take and share with those in need of healing and comfort. 

                 
                  
   

PSR will be on Christmas Break 
 PSR will be on Christmas break December 27, 2021 and 
January 3, 2022.  We will resume classes on January 10, 2022.  
Many Christmas and New Year blessings. 
 

 

Parish Collection  – December 12, 2021 

Sunday Envelopes $4760.20 

Repair and Maintenance $2890.00 

Utilities  $514.00 

Donations  $52.00 

Religious Retirement $1772.00 

Candles  $125.10 

Cloak Fund  $665.00 

Flowers and Decorations $37.00 

Easter  $50.00 

Solemnity of Mary  $20.00 

Christmas  $1290.00 

Immaculate Conception $632.00 

Diocesan Assessment $30.00                                                          

Angel Fund  $20.00                         

From Parish Finance – Andrea Morris – Finance Chairperson 
Thank you for your continued support during this time.  
 
                  
                

PLEASE PRAY 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and the homebound of  
our parish: Marissa, Patrice Adams, John Adamcik, 
Frances Adamcik, Joyce Armstrong, Gaylene Bielawski, 
Lisa Bielawski, Helen Blasko, Ed Bacha, Kathi Bayun, 
Margaret Blaha, Mary Ann Blatnik, Sue Boyne, Judith Carr, 
Kathy Carrabine, Alexis Cerio, Rich Craider, Paul Cramer, 
Theresa DeAngelo, Kevin Deka, Roger DiPenti, Jeff Fossa, 
Bob Frey, Bob Gerber, Danny Goins, Frank Gerber, Loretta 
Gerber, Mark Gerber, Lorenzo Gramuglia, Grant family, Ed 
Hall, Virginia Harley, Carla Hernandez, Gilbert Hernandez, 
Robert Hernandez, Bob Hrovat, Danny Houlahan, Cynthia 
Konopa, Dick Hovan, Anthony Hrich, Patricia Hupp, Helen 
Husky, Nina Kucinic, John Klamar, Emily Kondash, Nicole 
Kukoleck, Sean Kukoleck, Jeffrey Ksiazka, Joe and Marge 
Langa, Ronald Lewayne, Fred Lisy, Patty Lisy, Dawn 
Marks, Diana Markosky, John McDonald, Denise 
Mummery, Cameron North, James Neitzel, Judith Nagorski, 
Jim Obley, Sr., Denis Osowski, Marilyn Palko, Margit 
Papay, Jim Piskura, Betty Rembowski, Dan Remar, Irene 
Remar, Mary Rataj, Audrey Roch, Cortney Ruggeri, John 
Sabo, Jonathan Sedor, Donna Sleeman, Bonnie 
Sobiesienski, Daniel Sholz, Edwina Stefanski, Janet S., 
Petar Tokic, Jean Toth, Gerald Towalski, Roberta Virzi, 
Jeffrey Virzi Frances Yartz, Vern Yodsnukis 
                 
Please Pray for the recently deceased: 
 Reverend Donald Cozzens          
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PARISH WEEKLY EVENTS 

Sat: DECEMBER 18  7:30 am  Mass 
       3:00 pm Confessions 
       4:30 pm Mass 
Sun: DECEMBER 19  9:00 am Mass 
      11:00 am Mass 
Mon: DECEMBER 20  7:30 am Mass 
       8:00 am Rosary 
       6:00 pm Rosary/Novena 
       6:30 pm Mass PSR Grades 

K,1&8  
       6:30 pm PSR  
Tues: DECEMBER 21  7:30 am Mass 
       8:00 am Rosary 
       6:15 pm Evening Prayer 
       6:30 pm Mass 
Wed: DECEMBER 22  7:30 am Mass 
       8:00 am Rosary 
       6:15 pm Evening Prayer 
       6:30 pm Mass      
Thurs: DECEMBER 23  7:30 am Mass     
Fri: DECEMBER 24  7:30 am Mass 
      4:30 pm Christmas Mass 
Sat: DECEMBER 25  Midnight Mass 
      9:00 am  Mass     
      11:00 am Mass 
      NO EVENING MASS 
Sun: DECEMBER 26 9:00 am  Mass 
      11:00 am  Mass 

 

  

St. Martin's Cloak Food Collection 
For the foreseeable future, St. Martin’s Cloak will only be 
accepting monetary donations. Your support of this very 
important ministry enables us to purchase gift cards for our 
neighbors and parishioner who are in need of food for their 

families. May God Bless You for your constant 
generosity.               
                 

Lost and Found 
A set of keys were found and turned into the rectory office.  
If you have lost a set of keys, please call the office.     
                  

                 
 Check out the newly updated Webpage 

Stay up to date, view our bulletin Please view our website at: 
www.stmartinoftours.info 

                 
Mass Intentions 

If you would like to schedule a Mass Intention for the year 
2022, please call the rectory at 216-475-4300     
                  
                  
                   

 

Light on the Liturgy 
by Ed Francis 

 
The 4th Sunday of Advent 
Today’s Readings: 
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm 
 

  Today’s Scripture readings, the 4th Sunday of 
Advent, are a direct preparation for the celebration of 
Christmas.  The connection of the 1st Reading to 
Christmas is evident, with its references to Bethlehem 
and to Christ’s importance and his pivotal role in 
Salvation History.  While listening to this reading, we 
must be careful not to read too much into it.  The Old 
Testament prophets were not foretelling the future; their 
role was to speak in the name of God to his people, 
calling them to faith, hope and, where necessary, 
conversion.  The word, prophet, in the original Greek, 
means “one who speaks for.”  Connecting their 
preaching and writing directly to Christ comes from the 
New Testament authors, whose faith in Jesus as 
Messiah and Son of God was unwavering.  Their 
understanding of the role of Christ allowed them to see 
these connections as examples of the continuity of 
Salvation History and of God’s hand in this process.     
 The Gospel, unique to Luke, is the story of Mary’s visit 
to Elizabeth.  There is a lot of subtle meaning contained 
in this passage.  For example, Elizabeth’s calling Mary 
“the mother of my Lord” is significant.  In the Old 
Testament, the word, Lord, is the ordinary translation for 
the divine name Yahweh.  Calling Jesus Lord is a direct 
reference to his divinity, and the source of calling Mary 
the “Mother of God.”  Another important factor is when 
Elizabeth says to Mary, “blessed are you who believed.”  
This points to Mary’s essential role in Salvation History.  
From the beginning, God did not force himself on 
humanity, but rather asks us to accept him and to 
respond to his call with our lives. A constant refrain in 
Salvation History is that, while God remains faithful to 
his promises, his people repeatedly turn away from him.  
Mary’s humble “yes” to the angel Gabriel was essential 
to the fulfillment of God’s plan.  She represented all 
humanity in finally accepting God and his plan for us.  
She is an example for all of us to follow.  Let us pray 
that we do so. 

http://www.stmartinoftours.info/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm
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I think often about my religious training or, might I say, 

education.  The meaning of the words are important. Many 

of us were schooled by religious women and participated 

in certain practices that were formative.  I recall praying a 

daily rosary after noon. I also recall the many saints that 

were part of our culture. We 

were also 'trained' (as in 

disciplined or taught)  about a 

sacramental life.  Another 

recollection was anticipating 

First Friday.  That would 

involve celebrating 

reconciliation the day before the 

Mass.  Often times we would be 

standing in line along the side of 

the church awaiting the 

opportunity.  On the left side of 

the aisle were statues as well as vigil candles. The candles 

representing the intentions or prayers of the ones who lit 

them.  The statues representing those who were unique and 

blessed in the history of our church.  One of them was St. 

Lucy.  We celebrated her memory this past Monday.  I can 

recall the representation and the small plate that had on it 

that which was taken from her.  She was blinded.  The 

question became for me much later was ' why place the 

statue there'?  Because education does not stop after we are 

graduated from institutions of learning it makes sense to 

delve more deeply into the thinking of the 

placement.  Continual education in the manner of 

meditation. One of the thoughts that I felt relevant was 

about vision. (She is the patron saint of those who suffer 

illnesses of the eyes).  How important is it that we share in 

the vision of Jesus?  Reconciliation asks for a vision that is 

in accord with Jesus' teaching. Considering that in John's 

gospel he shares that he is the light of the world, do we 

share in that light and is our vision conditioned by some of 

the cultural influences that might diminish our seeing each 

other as sisters and brothers in Christ? I have read, as well, 

that in the Purgatorio of Dante that St. Lucy carries him 

(Dante) out of darkness. Her feast also calls to mind the 

winter solstice and so celebrated because after the solstice 

there happens more light in the day. It is  interesting how 

furthering a memory about past education might lead us 

into being lifelong learners.  May we continue to improve 

our vision of one another as the people of God.  May we 

be conscious of any blindness that redounds to words and 

thoughts that separate and divide.  May we share His 

vision in our daily growth in His sight.  May he be our 

continual light in darkness. 

 

Readings for the Week of December 19, 2021 
 

Sunday:   Mi 5: 1-4a; Ps 80: 2-3,15-16, 18-19;     
        Heb 10: 5-10; Lk 1: 39-45  
Monday:  Is 7: 10-14; Ps 24: 1-4b, 5-6; Lk 1: 26-38   
Tuesday: Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3: 14-18a; Ps 33: 2-3, 11-12, 20-

21; Lk 1: 39-45        
Wednesday:1 Sm 1: 24-28; (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8d;      
    Lk 1: 46-56           
Thursday:  Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24; Ps 25: 4-5b, 8-10, 14;    
    Lk 1: 57-66           
Friday: Advent Weekday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89: 2-

5, 27, 29; Lk 1: 67-79     
Friday: Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord: Is 62: 1-5;    
     Ps 89: 4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13: 16-17,    
    22-25; Mt 1:1-25, or 1: 18-25    

Saturday: (Night)  Is 9: 1-6; Ps 96: 1-3, 11-13; Ti 2: 11-14;   
    Lk 2: 1-14           

Saturday: (Dawn)  Is 62: 11-12; Ps 97: 1, 6, 11-12;      
  Ti 3: 4-7; Lk 2: 15-20      

Saturday (Day) Is 52: 7-10; Ps 98: 1-6; Heb 1: 1-6;  Jn 1: 1-18 
or 1: 1-5, 9-14         

Sunday:  1 Sm  1: 20-22, 24-28; Ps 84: 2-3, 5-6, 9-10; 1 Jn 3: 
1-2, 21-24; Lk 2: 41-52 

                                 
          

READINGS FOR THE DAY 
To follow along with the daily readings visit  
< http://USCCB.org > and click on today’s date on the calendar. 
 

TELEVISED AND RADIO MASS SCHEDULE 
HELPFUL GUIDE FOR TELEVISION VIEWING: 

 Sunday at 10 am WUAB Channel 43, the CW 
 Cox Communications Cable subscribers may select  

channel 45.  Mass airs each week Sunday at 11:30 a.m. 
HELPFUL GUIDE FOR RADIO AND AUDIO LISTENING:  

 WINT-1330AM airs Mass each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
 The Rock 1260 AM  Sunday at 10:30 am 

DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND DAILY MASSES ON THE INTERNET SITE AT 

NOON DAILY. 

Protecting God’s Children 
The Diocese of Cleveland’s “Protecting God's Children” 
program is a continuing effort to instruct and inform 
everyone about the protection of children from sexual 
abuse.  To report any past or present suspected 
inappropriate behavior toward children by priests, 
deacons, religious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel 
associated with the Church, please contact the 
Diocesan Response Service Office at 216-334-2999 or 
via email at: 
mailto:response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org.Yo
u are also asked to immediately inform local authorities 
about any inappropriate behavior.        
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There will be Divine Mercy Holy Hours                    

Sunday January 9, 2022 at   
 St. Monica Church     and   

Sunday January 23, 2022 at    
St. Therese Church.                                                

Prayers start at 2:30 PM at both 
churches 

                      All are welcome. 
 

Rosary for Healing and Protection of Sexual 
Abuse Victims 

 
January 5, 2022 starting at 6pm, we will pray the 
Holy Hour for the Healing and Protection of Sexual 
Abuse Victims.   We will start with the Rosary and 
end with Mass. If you cannot come but want to 
pray with us, pick up a copy of the Rosary in 
the vestibule or the rectory.    
                 
  

SECRET SANTA  
     On Tuesday December 7, thirty families from St. 
Martin’s Cloak came to the church to receive their 
Christmas goodies. Each client family received a very 
large bag filled with grocery gift cards and WalMart gift 
cards – fleece blankets, shower gel, body wash, hand 
soap, shampoo, conditioner, 4-6 pair of warm socks for 
each member of the family, slipper socks, toys, 
coloring books and crayons for each child and a bagful 
of Christmas candies plus miscellaneous items ALL 
donated by the GENEROUS saintly people of this 
parish. Needless to say – there were lots of tears and 
cries of joy. There are no words to express our 
appreciation to our parishioners. Thank you. God bless 
you and may the Christ Child continue to show us all 
the way to walk into Heaven. 
      
 
 

Womankind Baby Bottles 
There are Baby Bottles for Womankind in the back of 
the church that you can take home and bring back with 
your donation.  When you bring back your donation 
you may leave it in the basket in the vestibule on or 
before January 2, 2022. 
 

 

From Bobbi Bugaj 
 

“This past Saturday’s Vigil Mass there was for a 
brief moment some light and as it happened there was 
no electricity, on the property at all, as a result when 
the sunset at 4:57 there was no regular lights, no 
sound system, and so we all participated in semi 
darkness.  Our ability to see was challenged, the 
sounds were at times muffled, but still the prayers were 
the same AND IT WAS BEAUTIFUL.  Sitting in the 
semi darkness I thought of the early Christians in the 
catacombs participating in Mass and how peaceful but 
still challenging it must have been.  While hiding to 
pray, Christ was in their midst, and with Christ there is 
always peace.  Afterwards, while returning home, still 
in darkness while waiting for the electric to come on so 
we could see and find warmth, I realized, I already 
had.  I thought of how the Advent season was a 
restoring rejuvenating and revitalizing.  By my working 
on being open a little bit more to Christ, I find how I am 
working on those distractions in my life allowed me to 
see in darkness the light of Christ.  Where all this 
brought me to was waiting is a time of 
becoming.  Becoming Christ in my heart and taking it 
out into the world of darkness.  Becoming Christ in this 
world so that I can be with him in the next.  This 
restoring of things that I may have lost in this world, 
restores me to what I should be in this world, the light 
of Christ.  A little bit at a time, I become the light that 
shines.  This advent, remembering the first coming, 
and waiting for in hope the second, it is how I wait.  I 
wait with anticipation, hope while overcoming the 
darkness that can seem all encompassing.  But in that 
darkness, with Christ in my heart, the light shines forth 
and I am able to go out and live the life that Christ 
asks.  I also wait in joy, for the time when the kingdom 
comes and I can be with him always.  The absence of 
the lights and sound in Church was just a reminder that 
prayer is always enlightening and sustaining, and it is 
how I wait in preparation that will see me through.  So 
that I have, with Christ in my life the ability to see in the 
darkness the light that is already here and coming. 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 

Friday December 24 4:30 pm Family Mass 

Christmas Midnight Mass 

Saturday Dec 25, 9:00 am Mass 

Saturday Dec 25, 11:00 am Mass 

There is no Christmas Evening Mass 

Sunday Dec. 26, 9:00 am Mass 

Sunday Dec 26, 11:00 am Mass 

New Year’s Eve 

Friday Dec 31, 4:30 pm Mass 

New Year’s Day 
Saturday Jan 1, 4:30pm Mass 

Epiphany Sunday 
Sunday Jan 2, 9:00 am Mass 

Sunday Jan 2, 11:00 am Mass 
 

 Mark your calendar! St. Martin of Tours long awaited Annual Christmas Concert 
will be held on the Sunday, December 19th, this year at 6:00 PM. Parishioner, Raine Austen, will again host and perform a 
selection of Christian and Secular Christmas music – old and new.  Along with your favorite sax player, "Just Dave" Millen, 
loved by all, and your other favorites David Pratt on Vocals, Frank Restifo on Guitar, and of course, JoDee Coulter on piano and 
whatever else. This year will be another surprise guest, Maria Daniels! So, bring your seat cushion, your friends & family and 
everyone else you know. Although it's always a free concert, your love offering is graciously appreciated and used to help our 
neighbors in need. Don't forget to bring pictures of your loved ones to place on the stage/altar during the concert, and to put in 
the Christmas Prayer Box. See you on Sunday, December 19th at 6:00! It's been a very difficult couple of years for all, 
especially if you are missing someone this year. Lift their memory this season with THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER BOX that will 
be in the vestibule. Bring a picture or a letter or a note, maybe a Christmas card, or simply write their name on a piece of paper 
to place in the box. After the Christmas season, the prayer box will be placed in our Adoration Chapel until the Lenten Season. 
At that time, all pictures, letters, cards, etc., will be lifted in smoke with the blessed Palms from last year's Easter Season. Your 
memory will be part of the ashes used on Ash Wednesday 2022. Whether you attend or not, your loved ones will be prayed 
over during the concert.                                
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Please Note 
Because of the early bulletin deadline the weekly 
Parish Collection for the 19th of December will be 
published in the December 26, 2021 bulletin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Cemeteries Association 
Catholic Cemeteries Association offers free, safe, 
and compassionate monthly Grief Support 
meetings in-person in six of our offices and 
virtually: For details,  
Visit:  https://www.clecem.org/Information/Bereave
ment.aspx.   
For more information or questions, call Rhonda at 
216-930-4866. 

 

https://www.clecem.org/Information/Bereavement.aspx
https://www.clecem.org/Information/Bereavement.aspx

